
Classical ROME
From Republic to Empire











FOUNDING TO REPUBLIC
753-509 B.C.



Mythic 

beginnings

TROJAN WAR HERO, A MARRIAGE 
THAT LED TO WAR, & THE 
BIRTH OF A LONG LINE OF 
MYTHIC KINGS (C. 1100s B.C.) 

THE AENEID 
& AENEAS

VIRIGL (70 - 19 B.C.)



Mythic 

beginnings

TWO DEMI-GOD 
BROTHERS, A WOLF 
NAMED LUPA, & THE 
BIRTH OF A CITY (C. 700s B.C.) 

ROMULUS & REMUS 



CITY OF 7 HILLS

TIBER RIVER

LATIUMHISTORICAL
beginnings

CROSSROADS 

OF TRADE



Togas, gladiatorial games,   
architecture, religion,   
military organization 

RELIGION, LANGUAGE, 
ART & LITERATURE



MONARCHY
C. 240 YRS

ETRUSCAN KINGS



A RAPE THAT ENDED A DYNASTY 
TARQUIN THE PROUD RAPES LUCRETIA THE NOBLEWOMAN



"This dreadful 

scene struck the 

Romans who were 

present with so 

much horror and 

compassion that 

they all cried out 

with one voice 

that they would 

rather die a 

thousand deaths 

in defense of their 

liberty than suffer 

such outrages to 

be committed by 

the tyrants.“

- Dionysius of -

Halicarnassus



REPUBLIC
C. 480 YRS

a state in which supreme power is 

held by the people and their elected 

representatives, and which has an 

elected or nominated president 

rather than a monarch.



Dictator
Rome

Supreme leader, elected for 9 months during crisis





PATRICIANS VS PLEBEIANS

Upper Class, Landowners, Minority of Population, Senators
PATRE = FATHERS

Lower Class, Workers, Majority of Population, No Voice
PLEB = MANY



LEADS TO

CONFLICT OF THE ORDERS
200 yr struggle (494 BC to 287 BC) of debate, protest, 

& revolt of Plebes against Patricians over the place 
that each sect would hold within Rome.

PLEBEIAN TRIBUNES TWELVE TABLES



LIST OF CIVIL CODES THAT BECAME LEGAL STATUTES 
TO PROTECT THE INTERESTS OF THE ROMAN PEOPLE



Senatus
Populusque

Romanus

The Senate & the Roman People



THE PUNIC WARS
264-146 B.C.



A series of wars fought between Carthage & Rome
Sea power
Mercenary armies

Land power
Professional armies





Hamilcar BARCA
(famous Carth. General)

1ST PUNIC WAR
264-241 B.C.

Fought at sea.  Rome got islands.  Carthage took spain.





2nd PUNIC WAR
218-201 B.C.



Hannibal BARCA
(famous Carth. General)

TREBIA

TRASIMENE

Crossing Alps TREBIA & TRASIMENE







Battle of 

The Trebia

Dec. 218 
(C) 30,000 vs (R) 42,000

C: 1, R: 0

Battle of 

Lake Trasimene

June 217
(C) 55,000 vs (R) 30,000

C: 2, R: 0



Hannibal BARCA
(famous Carth. General)

TREBIA

TRASIMENE

Crossing Alps TREBIA & TRASIMENE Fabian 

Tactics
Avoid a decisive 
engagement. Survive!   
Don’t attack!  FABIUS MAXIMUS



Battle of 

Cannae

Aug. 216 
(C) 50,000 vs (R) 80,000

C: 3, R: 0

Just sayn’ 
Told You So…



Battle of Cannae
Battle of Annihilation
➢ 70,000 of 80,000 troops dead, 3,000 

enslaved
➢ 1 consul 
➢ 29 of 48 tribunes
➢ 80 magistrates/senators 
➢ 200 equestrian knights 
➢ 20% of Rome's total fighting men 

between the ages of 18 and 50





Battle of Cannae

Battle of 

The Trebia

Battle of 

Lake Trasimene





Hannibal BARCA
(famous Carth. General)

TREBIA

TRASIMENE

Crossing Alps TREBIA & 
TRASIMENE

FABIUS

CANNAE

CANNAE

ZAMA

SCIPIO AFRICANUS
(famous ROMAN General)

ZAMA



Battle of ZAMA (202 B.C.)

Last major battle.  Ended war. 
Hannibal was defeated.   



3rd PUNIC WAR
149-146 B.C.

NUMIDIA



NUMIDIA

CATO THE ELDER

Carthago 

delenda est



CARTHAGE WAS LEVELED, FLEETS DESTROYED, PEOPLE ENSLAVED & KILLED, & LANDS SALTED







From Republic to Empire
130-27 B.C.





LEADS TO

THE PUNIC WARS

LATIFUNDIAS ELITIST POLITICS



TIBERIUS GRACCHUS GAIUS GRACCHUS

GRACCHI BROS attempted to pass land reforms to redistribute land 
among the urban poor and veterans, in addition to other reform 

measures.  WERE ASSASSINATED BY POLITICAL ENEMIES



GAIUS MARIUS S U L L A

107 B.C. CONSUL OF ROME X7, 
MILITARY HERO, ARMY REFORMER 

82 B.C. OVERTHREW MARIUS, 
BECAME DICTATOR, PURGED ENEMIES 



THIRD SERVILE WAR
“THE WAR OF SPARTACUS” (73-71 b.c.)

LARGEST SLAVE REVOLT IN ROMAN HISTORY LED BY SPARTACUS DEFEATED 
ROMAN LEGIONS FOR 3 YRS UNTIL THEY WERE DEFEATED & THEN CRUCIFIED 





58-50 B.C. GALLIC WARS

59 B.C. ELECTED CONSUL

59 B.C. MARRIES JULIA

54 B.C. JULIA DIES
53 B.C. KILLED IN BATTLE

52 B.C. ELECTED CONSUL

50 B.C. DECLARES CAESAR ENEMY

49 B.C. CROSSES RUBICON



Alea iacta est



CIVIL WAR (49-45 B.C.)



CAESAR ARRIVES IN EGYPT (48 BC)



Caesarion
was the luv 

child of 
Caesar & 
Cleopatra



“Isn’t it romantic to have an illegitimate 
child together & overthrow my brother?”

BATTLE OF THE NILE
47 B.C.



Triumphal entry into Rome

45 B.C.



Reforms
❖Granted citizenship to many 
people in the provinces

❖Expanded the senate to 900

❖Created jobs through 
construction projects

❖Started colonies where 
landless could own land 

❖Increased pay for soldiers

❖Introduced solar calendar





Roughly about 60 Senators 
planned to assassinate 
Julius Caesar on the 

Ides of March 
(March 15th) 44 B.C.

Gaius
Cassius http://www.ancient.eu/article/803/

Gaius
Trebonius

Marcus Junius
Brutus

Decimus Junius

Brutus

http://www.ancient.eu/article/803/


Ides of March (15th)
“When Caesar entered, the senate stood up to show their respect to him, 

and of Brutus’s confederates, some came about his chair and stood 
behind it….Tillius, laying hold of his robe with both his hands, pulled it 
down from his neck, which was the signal for the assault.  Casca gave 

him the first cut in the neck…Those who were not [part of the plot] were 
astonished, and their horror and amazement at what they saw were so 

great that they [dared] not [run] or assist Caesar, nor so much as speak 
a word.  But those who came prepared for the [assassination] enclosed 

him on every side.  For it had been agreed that they should each of them 
make a thrust at him, and [cover] themselves with his blood; for which 
reason Brutus also gave him one stab in the [stomach].  Some say that 
he fought and resisted all the rest, shifting his body to avoid the blows, 
and calling out for help, but that when he saw Brutus’s sword drawn, 
he covered his face with his robe and submitted, letting himself fall…at 

the foot of the pedestal on which Pompey’s statue stood…” 

Plutarch







Cicero 
ROMAN STATESMAN.  WROTE WORKS DENOUNCING ANTONY

Triumviri Rei Publicae Constituendae Consulari Potestate



BATTLE OF PHILIPPI (42 B.C.)

EGYPTIAN LUV (41 B.C.)

PROPOGANDA (late 30s B.C.)

LEPIDIUS REMOVED (36 B.C.)

MASS PROSCRIPTIONS

OCTAVIA TO ROME (35 B.C.)



OCTAVIAN DECLARES WAR ON CLEOPATRA 
*cough* & MARK ANTONY (32 B.C.) 



THE UNOFFICIAL OFFICIAL

CIVIL WAR!



BATTLE OF ACTIUM
31 B.C.



DISERTION. DESTRUCTION. SUICIDE.

Fall of Alexandria

30 B.C.



LAST MAN STANDING



“I transfer the State to the free 

disposal of the Senate and people…”

Continual 

consulships
Augustus (27 b.C.) 

“illustrious one”

40 legions

Princeps 

civitatis (27 b.C.) 

“First Citizen”

corona civica
“Civic Crown”

imperator
“Commander & Chief”pontifex

maximus (12 b.C.) 

“Greatest Priest”

REPUBLIC OR SOMETHING ELESE?



In order to ensure our security 
and continuing stability, 

The Republic will be reorganized into the first 
Roman Empire, for a safe and secure society.


